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The death penalty is one of the oldest forms of punishment. This paper describes the death penalty in the city of Texas.  The death penalty is also referred to as capital punishment. It is defined as a practice in which a person is killed by the state as a result of the crimes committed by the person (Hood & Hoyle, 2015).  The act of carrying out a death sentence is referred to as execution. Examples of crimes that are punishable through death sentence include terrorism, murder, drug trafficking, genocide, treason, war crimes, among others. Crimes punishable by death differ in different countries. To those that support the death penalty, they believe that the death penalty is perceived to reduce or stop crimes while the opponents believe that it’s an ineffective way to stop crime (Walker, 2008). 
	The death penalty is a legal practice in the United States and therefore was practiced in Texas. 38 states in the United States have legalized the death penalty. The current state of death punishment in Texas is that it is a legal practice. In history, Texas was the first state to carry out the death penalty in December seventh in the year 1982. The execution occurred through lethal injection of Charles Brook. This was the first execution in the state to be carried out since 1964. The death penalty was enacted during this period.  Up to date, Texas has become the first in a number of to carry out executions. 
Since 1982, 560 executions have been done to the criminals and there are more than 280 people who are to face death penalties from the United States. Among the executions carried out include nine women in history. For the death penalty to be applied to a person, he or she has to be more than 17 years. For those under the age of 17 years, are given a life sentence of 470 months which is equivalent to 39 years which is usually considered as a life expectancy to a person who is in jail. The United States federal criminal law provides 70 crimes that can result to the death 
penalty in Texas which among them are a capital homicide, treason, murder for hire, genocide, sexual assault and murder during a kidnap. Several methods of execution have been used. This included hanging which was used in the year 1819 to 1923, use of electric chair which was used between the year 1924 to 1977 and injection by a lethal solution which was used in the year 1982. 
The today the death penalty is still being used up to date in Texas to execute the criminals.  For example on April 11, 2019, Mark Robertson was to be executed but the before the execution took place, the court halted the process on 8th April 2019 but the court did not give the reason why they halted the process. In the year 2018, 13 people were put to death in the state of Texas. Since the year 2019 begun up to date, two of the executions have been carried out. The method of execution that is being used today in Texas is by lethal injection. 
The death penalty was reinstated in the year 1976. This year the date of the next execution in Texas is 21st August 2019. During this date, six criminals will be executed. The next execution will be done on 4th September 2019 where seven will be executed (“Issues | Death Penalty Information Center,” 2019). In 21st August 2019, Larry Ray Swearingen who is a male white will be executed through lethal injection. In 4th September 2019, Billy Jack Crutsinger who is a male white will be executed through lethal injection too.
Death row is a special section of a prison that has been used to keep the inmates who are waiting for their time to be executed after a court ruling that they have committed a capital crime (Stolarz, 2016). As of March 19, 2019, there were 2621 death row inmates in the United States while in the first of January 2013, there were 3,125 people on death row. This has shown a decrease in the number of inmates who are waiting to be executed.  Currently, there are 225 inmates who are still waiting to be executed as of March 19, 2019. The number of people to be executed keeps on changing depending on the rulings that happen daily in the courtrooms.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the year 1972, the Supreme Court had halted the process of capital punishment. Capital punishment resumed in 1976. In the year 2002, the court also ruled that intellectually disabled people should not face the death penalty since it was a violation of the United States Constitution which was against cruel punishment. On February 19, 2019, the Supreme Court reversed the death penalty of a Texas inmate referred to as Bobby Moore because IQ reports had shown that he was intellectually disabled at the time he was committing a crime. The last Supreme Court ruling on the death penalty in Texas is that the death penalty should be carried to people who have committed crimes as described in the text is that it should happen. 
The supreme court of the United States also approved the combination of three drugs that were to be used as lethal injections which are sodium thiopental which causes unconsciousness, pancuronium bromide which usually results to paralysis and halts the process of respiration and potassium chloride which causes cardiac arrest.  In conclusion, the death penalty in Texas still remains as a punishment to both men and women who have been involved in various state offenses. According to my personal perspective, the United States government should work with the Supreme Court for the death penalty to be abolished. Instead, there should be other methods that can be adopted such as life imprisonment.
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